Minutes of Meeting Regarding the University Sector Framework Implementation Network
21 January 2009
Present: Prof. John Scattergood; Alex Anderson (TCD); Lewis Purser (IUA); Carmel Kelly, Trish O’Brien, William O’Keeffe and Deirdre Stritch (NQAI)
Apologies: Jean Hughes (DCU)
Purpose of Meeting

A meeting was held of the university sector Framework Implementation Network Chair, secretaryship and the conveners of the network working groups, in order to discuss the Bologna Expert/FIN Colloquium scheduled for 6 February 2009, on supporting the Design of Discipline Specific Learning Outcomes, and to agree a date for the next meeting of the network. 
Agreed:
· Prof. John Scattergood’s opening presentation will introduce the university FIN network and make reference to the difficulties encountered in writing discipline-specific learning outcomes. This will serve as a means of linking the issues discussed during the morning and afternoon sessions. 
· The working group convener/Prof. Sarah Moore will introduce the Design of Discipline Specific Learning Outcomes working group, their project aims and objectives for the day.  
· Deirdre Stritch will contact the workshop facilitators and rapporteurs in advance of the colloquium to advise on their duties and involvement in the event. 

· When potential attendees have confirmed their interest, they will receive follow up emails to seek confirmation of which workshop they wish to attend. Workshop participation sheets will be included in the information packs for attendees. 
· A decision will be made as to whether to extend the length of the time allocated to the workshops, in which case the length of the plenary session to follow will be shortened accordingly. 

· The following is the broad for the afternoon workshops:

· The workshop facilitators and rapporteurs will meet briefly with Alexandra Anderson during registration to confirm details and expectations for the afternoon workshops.
· Approximately 70 minutes has been allocated to the workshop sessions. 

· The facilitators will open proceedings with a short discussion (about 10 - 15 minutes) of their own experiences in this area and pick up on any themes / issues that may have arisen in the morning presentations and discussions. 

· Workshop attendees will be provided with some questions / outline material to help guide discussion. Depending on numbers, the group may be subdivided into smaller groups for 20-25 minutes to discuss these questions and then feedback is to be provided by a nominee from the group to the broader group for general discussion in the remaining half hour. 

· A member of the Irish national team of Bologna Experts has been assigned as a rapporteur to each workshop and will provide feedback in the plenary session. A member of the FIN working group will also take a more detailed note of proceedings. 

· Deirdre Stritch will ask Frank McMahon (Bologna Expert, DIT) to chair the afternoon plenary session and provide concluding remarks. 

· Lewis Purser will ask Norma Ryan to highlight the role of the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) in her presentation. 
· Trish O’Brien will ask Peter Cullen to outline the role of the National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) and its relationship with the Bologna Framework during his presentation.
· Alexandra Anderson will communicate with the Design of Discipline Specific Learning Outcomes working group with regard to the development of questions/material to be distributed to guide the workshop sessions at the colloquium, and will liaise with the NQAI executive regarding same. 
· The NQAI executive will compile a paragraph for the HEA regarding options for the future publication of the Design of Discipline Specific Learning Outcomes working group document and the network report.

· April 6 2009 was proposed as the date for the next network meeting. William O’Keeffe will contact network members to confirm their availability. 
· William O’Keeffe will liaise with the conveners to organise the next conveners meeting following the colloquium on February 6. 
